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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 
1135 Jocelyn * Houston, Texas  77023 * Office (713) 921-4986 

website:  www.redeemerlutheranhouston.com 

Email: elcr@att.net 

Bill Anderau, Council President       -       Denise Thumann, Office Manager 

   MINISTERS:  MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, are a people of Word and 
Sacrament, are culturally diverse people of God, who worship in a family tradition, holding scripture as 
the norm for our lives.  We witness to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, reaching out to our community with 
support and comfort through various forms of nurturing care, directly and/or through the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America.   We do this only for the Kingdom of God, always have and always will. 

 

Today’s service does not include Holy Communion 

On the last page, please find  

“AN ORDER FOR HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME” 
We hope you find this helpful, and will use it to have Holy Communion in your homes today.  

 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 6, 2020  

Silence for Reflection 
 

Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, 
we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that 
gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 

First Reading:      Ezekiel 33:7-11 
So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word 
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me.  If I say to the wicked, “O wicked 
ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, 
the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand.  But if you 
warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked 
shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.   Now you, mortal, say to the 
house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and 
we waste away because of them; how then can we live?”  Say to them, As I live, says the 
Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their 
ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 119:33-40 
Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 
    and I will observe it to the end. 
Give me understanding, that I may keep your law 
    and observe it with my whole heart. 
Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
    for I delight in it. 
Turn my heart to your decrees, 
    and not to selfish gain. 
Turn my eyes from looking at vanities; 
    give me life in your ways. 
Confirm to your servant your promise, 
    which is for those who fear you. 
Turn away the disgrace that I dread, 
    for your ordinances are good. 
See, I have longed for your precepts; 
    in your righteousness give me life. 

 
Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14 
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law.  The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You 
shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this 
word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is 
the fulfilling of the law.  Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for 
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness 
and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.  Instead, 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to the book of Matthew, in the 18th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 18:15-20 
“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of 
you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.  But if you are not 
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by 
the evidence of two or three witnesses.  If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector.  Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  Again, truly I tell you, if 
two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven.  For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Alleluia. In Christ God was reconciling the world | to himself,  
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. Alleluia. (2 Cor. 5:19) 
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Sermon:  Our sermon this week was graciously provided by Bishop Michael Rinehart. 
 

Bread for the Wilderness 
Bishop Michael Rinehart 

 

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ at Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in 
Houston, Texas, grace to you and peace in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified Jew 
who travelled the countryside, ministering to those who were sick with diseases, serving 
among the poor and outcast, and proclaiming the power and love of God. Jesus was not a 
religious philosopher who sat in the temple doling out wisdom. He was a minister, who 
rolled up his sleeves and took the gospel to the streets, to real people, with real lives and 
real problems.  
 

People like us.  
 

Then he invited the broken and healed to join him in his healing ministry. This is who we are 
as the church. Not just believers in Jesus, but followers of Jesus, the body of Christ in the 
world.  
 

I’m Mike Rinehart, Bishop of the Texas Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America and it is good to be with you this morning.   Blessings to you in 
this wilderness time of pandemic. We live in a strange moment in which our patterns of life 
from the past have been suspended. We know, in time, the crisis will pass, and a new reality 
will emerge, perhaps different from before. But for now, we are in this transitional place, like 
the Israelites in the Sinai desert. Jesus in the wilderness prior to the start of his earthly 
ministry.  
 

With Pastor Housewright’s resignation, you are also in an in-between place as a 
congregation. Your former patterns of congregational life have been suspended. You know, 
in time, the interim will pass, and a new reality will emerge, perhaps different from before, 
but for now, you are in this transitional place, like the Israelites in the Sinai desert. Jesus in 
the wilderness prior to the start of his earthly ministry.  
 

When the Israelites were hungry in the wilderness, God gave them manna: bread from 
heaven. What bread will you need for the wilderness?  
 

1. Love is bread for the wilderness.  
Love is bread for the wilderness. In today’s epistle reading, Paul says, 
 

8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 

This should not be an unfamiliar theme for us. Jesus said the first and greatest command is 
to love God, and the second is like unto it: love your neighbor as yourself.  
 

Peter (1:8) says love covers a multitude of sins.  
 

John (1 John 4:7-8) says, “Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know 
God, for God is love.” 
 

In 1 Corinthians 13, where love, for Paul, transcends eloquence, ecstatic speech, prophecy, 
even faith and self-sacrifice.  
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Here in Romans 13 Paul boils it down three times, for us, in three consecutive verses, in no 
uncertain terms:  
 

1. ““Whoever loves has fulfilled the law.” (13:8)  
2. “The Ten Commandments are summed up in a single saying, ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself.’” (13:9)  
3. “Love is the fulfillment of the law.” (13:10) 

 

It is this passage from Romans 13 that famously caused Augustine to convert to Christianity. 
 

Things get dicey in the wilderness of any pastoral transition. Anxiety goes up. Big questions 
come up. Some people get off the bus. Others get on the bus. We wrestle with our future. 
People argue about money. In a pandemic, these questions all get amplified.  
 

My word to you is be kind to one another. Be extra kind. This is what people need in the 
wilderness: an extra measure of kindness.  
 

2. Your guides/angels are bread for the wilderness. 
God a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night to accompany the Israelites in the 
desert. God sent angels to minister to Jesus in the wilderness. God will send you angels to 
accompany you in this time of interim. Your interim pastor is a gift. Lean on him. Pastor 
Tracey is a gift. She will accompany you through the transition. Lean on her. Pastor Chris 
Markert is a gift. He will accompany you through the discernment of redevelopment. These 
are friends, angels, not enemies. They will challenge you and comfort you in the journey. 
Trust them.  
 

3. Openness to change is bread for the wilderness 
Allow yourself to be open to change. An interim is an opportunity to experiment with new 
ways of being. Life after the pandemic will be somewhat different, just as life after 9/11 was 
different. Flying was different. Security was different. Life for you after this pastoral transition 
will be different. I don’t know how, but it will be. And that’s okay. Renewal means new. New 
means change. Be open to change. New ways of thinking. Changes in worship. Changes in 
leadership. Changes in direction.  
 

4. Managing conflict is bread for the wilderness 
Anybody have a family where everyone agrees on everything? Yeah, me neither. Anybody 
have a family that has never disagreed or had conflict? There is no such thing. My family 
puts the fun in dysfunctional.  
 

So if you can’t avoid conflict, learn how to manage it in ways that don’t dehumanize one 
another. Learn how to use conflict as a way to define your life together, and as a way to 
grow stronger. Agree to disagree agreeably.  
 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus gives us some very practical guidance about how to 
manage conflict in the life of the community. It’s an easy-to-remember, four-step process 
every church must learn if they want to deal with conflict in a healthy way. If you don’t learn 
this, you will constantly cycle through conflict, and no one wants to join a perpetually 
conflicted community.  
 

If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of 
you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not 
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by 
the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
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church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector. 

 

So there is Jesus’ 4-step process: 
1. If a member sins against you, go and talk to that person privately, one-on-one. 
2. If you aren’t listened to, take one or two others along. 
3. If that doesn’t work, take it to the church. 
4. Gentile/Tax collector 

 

This is not how most communities function. When someone sins against them, most people 
tell everybody but the very person that offended them. “Do you know what so-and-so did to 
me/said to me? Well, let me tell you! Isn’t it awful? I am never speaking to her again…” 
 

Thus, we create a triangle. What was a one-on-one conflict now infects the wider 
community, spreading like a virus. Communities that function like this constantly throb with 
conflict. It will be hard to get a vibrant sense of well-being and health in a community that 
doesn’t know how to handle conflict in healthy ways. 
 

1. The first step is to go to the person privately. When this happens most of the time 
reasonable people who love one another will be able to work through things. Equally 
important, the community has not been dragged through the drama. 
 

Notice whose responsibility it is to initiate the conversation: It says, “If a member of the 
church sins against you…” The person who is wronged is to initiate the action. This is 
because sometimes the offender does not even know that he or she has offended. Jesus 
seems to understand that left unchecked, resentment can turn into anger and anger can 
harden into hatred. 
 

Jesus says, “If the member listens to you, you have gained that person back.” The goal of 
the conversation is reconciliation. The Christian life is about forgiveness, compassion and 
reconciliation. We interact not to humiliate, but to heal. That is why Jesus says to talk alone. 
Think about it, when confronted by a group, most people will put up their walls and get 
defensive, but one-on-one softens the heart. The meeting can end with an embrace. 
 

2. But not always. Sometimes people can’t or won’t hear. Sometimes we are hard-headed. 
Other times we are blinded by privilege. We have stomped on others’ feelings with 
ignorance. Or they have stomped on ours. Or worse, a brutal violence has been committed. 
When this is the case, they may not be able to hear. Don’t give up. Try again. This time take 
someone along with you. When two people are in conflict, a non-anxious third party can 
often bring stability and clarity.  
 

When someone comes to me and starts complaining about another person, my first 
response is “Have you spoken to him about this?” Most of the time the answer is no. If anger 
and anxiety are infections in the community, the leaders are the immune system. Leaders 
model conflict resolution, one way or the other. They can convey a sense of well-being in the 
community. If they do, many will follow suit. The pastor, the staff, and the church 
council/board are the most important people in setting the tone of how we are going to be in 
community together. 
 

Leaders teach people to talk to one another directly. Quite often those offended will say, “I’ve 
not spoken to him/her yet.” Sometimes they say, “I’m afraid.” Other times they’ll say, 
“I’ve tried.” In those cases, a caring response is, “Would you like me to come along with 
you?” Some people need moral support. The Scriptures say there is much wisdom in many 
counselors. And Jesus points out, having witnesses means there can be no he-said/she-
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said. Every word can be confirmed. If most people respond to the one-on-one, many of the 
rest are going to respond to a caring, conversation with a couple of people. 
 

3. But not always. There are some situations that need extra care. To these Jesus says, 
“Take it to the church.” Now this doesn’t mean announce it on Sunday morning. Keep in 
mind that in Matthew’s day (AD 80) churches were small. They met in homes. Matthew may 
mean the leaders of the church. Take it to those in a position of authority. This system 
protects the leaders from having to arbitrate every conflict. Deal with it one-on-one, and if 
that doesn’t work then in a group of two or three caring people. It only comes to the leaders 
of the church if those first two steps don’t work. If the conflict reaches the leaders, they will 
often be able to take care of it. 
 

4. But not always. The first three steps are going to get most folks. There are, however, 
some conflicts so deeply entrenched and some people so unwilling to bend that they cannot 
be resolved. There are some people who simply cannot let go of bitterness. It may even 
come from a former conflict that has nothing to do with the current situation. If that person 
won’t listen to the leaders of the church, then he or she is to be treated “as a Gentile or tax 
collector.”  
 

One way to interpret this is that Jesus is suggesting once all these efforts have been 
expended, it is okay to ostracize that person completely from the community. This is a form 
of excommunication.  
 

But there is another interpretation. 
 

How did Jesus treat Gentiles and tax collectors? As it happens, we have quite a few stories 
of such encounters. As it turns out, Jesus interacted freely with Gentiles, tax collectors, and 
sinners. In fact, it got him into a bit of hot water with the Pharisees and Sadducees. They 
complain in Luke 15 that he even eats with them. Good heavens! Isn’t it interesting that this 
gospel is named after a tax collector who was one of Jesus’ disciples? 
 

Could it be that when Jesus says to treat someone as a tax collector or Gentile he means to 
treat them with compassion? I’ll leave it to you to think this through. 
 

Are there times when this process should not be used? Of course. There are exceptions to 
most rules. If someone is in physical danger from the offender, caution would be advised. If 
the offender has committed murder or rape, or physical abuse, then one must go to the 
person who has the direct authority to administer discipline. I wouldn’t ask a bruised and 
abused wife to go put herself at risk. But appeal to the person who actually has jurisdiction, 
not to every person around, who may have no authority. Justice becomes juicy gossip all too 
often. 
 

This process of conflict management is so important to the life of the Christian community 
that it is built into your constitution, chapter 15 on discipline of members of the church. 
 

Conclusion 
So there you have it. Whether going through a pandemic or through a pastoral transition, 
there is manna from heaven for you, bread for the journey: 
 

1. Love is bread for the wilderness. 
2. Your guides are bread for the wilderness. 
3. Openness to change is bread for the wilderness. 
4. Conflict management is bread for the wilderness. 
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And know this. God has promised to walk with you through all the wildernesses of life. “Yea, 
though I walk even through the valley of the shadow of death, you are with me, your rod and 
your staff they comfort me.” We are embraced by promise, that neither death nor life, nor 
angels or powers, or heights or depths or anything else in all creation can ever separate us 
from the love of Christ Jesus our Lord. Love one another for the journey. Amen. 
 

The Prayers   
Drawn together in the compassion of God,  

we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
 

Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the 
cooperative work of the churches in this community. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; 
guide the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to 
our care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution. Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and 
cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil 
servants, judges, and police towards laws that protect the well-being of all. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those 
yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and the neighbors to the outcast. 
Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 

Sustain us in your work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to 
ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our 
work. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, equip 
us with your protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Offering     
Your regular contributions during the Sundays that we will be missing in corporate worship, 
will certainly be appreciated.  As you can see through our weekly communications and 
sermons, we are not suspending our church operations.  We are adapting to the current 
circumstances.  Please remember us, and mail in your contributions to the church.  Your 
contributions can also be given on our website:  www.redeemerlutheranhouston.com   
Thank you for your prayers, and your faithful donations!   
 

Lord’s Prayer                          
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.     

                                                                                                                                      

http://www.redeemerlutheranhouston.com/
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The Benediction 

Mothering God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth 
and life. Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Prayer list updates during the Coronavirus outbreak 
Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  

with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
Monica Allen, Jessica Anselment, Kenneth Bishop, Mimi Chance, Edna Cole, 

Casey A.K. Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, The Family of Jose Owen Flores, 
Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Martha Limon, The Family of Raul Lopez, Tanzy Lopez, 
 Pat Maxwell, The Family of Rosa Ortiz, Esther Maurine Roberts, The Family of Martin 

Saldivar, Melvin & Thelma Schulte, The Family of Roy Soraiz, Pamela Swafford, 
Laura Thac, Oliver Walkup, Keith Wilbanks, Steve Wilbanks, Jimmie Wilkins,  

Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Nannette Zertuche. 
 

All mail for Melvin and Thelma Schulte should be sent to 
their grandson, Tom Holms: 

 

Melvin and Thelma Schulte 
c/o Tom Holms 
5930 County Road 166 
Alvin, TX  77511 

 
 
 

Since our Redeemer Family cannot yet gather with  
Pastor and Nancy, a card with a monetary gift  
and thanks for being in our lives was presented to them 
last weekend. 

 
 

Special Thanks to Bishop Rinehart 
of the Texas Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod  

for providing us with both written and videoed sermons for today.   
We are grateful for the bread! 

 
 
 

Redeemer Council is working on getting us an interim pastor.  In the meantime,  
the TX/LA Gulf Coast Synod will ensure we have weekly sermons. 
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AN ORDER FOR HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

 
(For those desiring to participate in Communion at home, you are Invited to gather in a 
comfortable location, have some bread and a beverage - coffee, wine, juice, cola, etc.-  

of some sort on hand.) 
 
Pray together:    
Merciful God, we do not presume to come to your table trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your abundant mercy.  Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat and drink the body 
and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we may live in him and he in us, now and 
forever.  Amen 
 

Speaking in unison:   
The Lord be with us as we lift our hearts to the Lord.  We give thanks to the Lord our God, 
because it is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Unison or one person may read:  
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  With all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, praise your holy name. 
 

Speak together:   
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
 

Choose one person to read: 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat. This my body given for you.  Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink, saying; This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

All pray the Lord's Prayer. 
 

Distribute one to another, saying, 
"The body of Christ, given for you," 
"The blood of Christ, shed for you." 
 

Prayer spoken by all: 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 
this gift of life.  In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 


