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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 
1135 Jocelyn * Houston, Texas  77023 * Office (713) 921-4986 

website:  www.redeemerlutheranhouston.com 

Email: elcr@att.net 
Bill Anderau, Council President       -       Denise Thumann, Office Manager 

   MINISTERS:  MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, are a people of Word and 
Sacrament, are culturally diverse people of God, who worship in a family tradition, holding scripture as 
the norm for our lives.  We witness to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, reaching out to our community with 
support and comfort through various forms of nurturing care, directly and/or through the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America.   We do this only for the Kingdom of God, always have and always will. 

 

Today’s service does not include Holy Communion 

On the last page, please find  

“AN ORDER FOR HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME” 
We hope you find this helpful, and will use it to have Holy Communion in your homes today.  

 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 20, 2020  

Silence for Reflection 
 

Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because 
we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody 
the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

First Reading:      Jonah 3:10-4:11 
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry.  He prayed to 
the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That 
is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and 
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from 
punishing.   And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than 
to live.”  And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?”  Then Jonah went out of the city 
and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the 
shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 

6 The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 
over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 
But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that 
it withered.  When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on 
the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for 
me to die than to live.” 
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9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, 
“Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for 
which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and 
perished in a night.  And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which 
there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right 
hand from their left, and also many animals?” 
 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 145:1-8 
I will extol you, my God and King, 
    and bless your name forever and ever. 
Every day I will bless you, 
    and praise your name forever and ever. 
Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 
    his greatness is unsearchable. 
One generation shall laud your works to another, 
    and shall declare your mighty acts. 
On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 
    and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed, 
    and I will declare your greatness. 
They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness, 
    and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 
The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 
Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30 
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain.  If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer.  I am hard pressed between the two: my 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary for you.  Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with 
all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting 
in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I 
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in 
one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way 
intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your 
salvation. And this is God’s doing.  For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only 
of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—since you are having the same 
struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The Holy Gospel according to the book of Matthew, in the 18th chapter. 
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Gospel Reading Matthew 18:21-35 
Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins 

against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?”  Jesus said to him, “Not 
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his slaves.  When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 
thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be 
sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made.  
So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’  And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the 
debt.  But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed 
him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’  Then his 
fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’  But 
he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt.  When his 
fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their lord all that had taken place.  Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 
‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  Should you not 
have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’  And in anger his lord handed 
him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt.  So my heavenly Father will also 
do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

Sermon:             
A Sermon for Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

by Pastor Tracey Breashears Schultz – Bishop’s Associate, TX LA Gulf Coast Synod 
Matthew 18:21-35 

 

              When I interviewed for my position on synod staff, one of the questions that was 
posed to me was how and if I stay organized. I knew from the posting of the call, the job 
description, that they were looking for someone with administrative skills, or someone who 
saw administration as ministry, and I loved that question. I am wired to use spreadsheets. I 
love having a place for everything and keeping everything in its place. I’m big on file folders, 
calendars, deadlines, and to-do lists, whether digital or paper. I love setting timers and 
phone reminders and anything that helps me plan ahead and manage time. I think David 
Allen, who wrote the New York Times best seller, Getting Things Done is brilliant. I 
answered the interview question with all of this, and the three who made up my interview 
team all kind of rolled their eyes and told me to stop, basically before I embarrassed myself, 

getting so excited about spreadsheets and planners.        

 
This is why I really identify with Peter in today’s gospel lesson. Peter is responding 

to Jesus’ teaching about how to handle disagreements in the church. Jesus had outlined a 
process for handling grievances and restoring people to relationship and reconciliation. After 
this, we hear what Peter asks, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? (How often should we use this process?) “As many as seven times?”  

 
There are two things to notice here, I think.  
 



4 
 

The first is how Peter might write a person’s name in his day planner and then every 
time he has to forgive that person, he plans to put a little check mark or tally mark by that 
name. He wants to know how many chances they get. He wants to go about this in an 
orderly way, in a way I can relate to. (How about you?)  

 

The other thing that stands out for me is Peter’s use of the number seven. It seems 
generous. Some would even say it seems perfect. In scripture, you might recall that the 
number seven is one of wholeness. In Genesis 1, God creates the earth in six days and then 
rests on the seventh, from which we can infer that seven is symbolic of completion and 
perfection. 

 

Peter’s suggestion seems not just quantifiable but scriptural, and yet, notice what 
Jesus says in response to him. “Not seven times, but I tell you, seventy-seven times.” Other 
translations say: “seventy times seven.” So, whether you take Jesus’ answer to be 77 or 
490, I think we can agree that’s more than we care to track in a 2 spreadsheet. That seems 
to be exactly Jesus’ point. How many times should we forgive? How often should we seek to 
restore people to relationship in community, even after they have done wrong? As many 
times as it takes, which is to say, so many times you’ll lose count, or more often than you 
think you should.  

 

The lesson here is, of course, that God’s love and grace toward us is boundless, 
beyond the confines of a spreadsheet, and God intends that we extend what we receive on 
to others. Whereas we might like to put a limit on it because it would fit our schedules or our 
planners or our human condition better, if we are to be Christ-like, then we best get used to 
unending mercy and unconditional love. 

 

Now, you and I are entering a season where we will work closely with one another. 
Since Pastor Housewright has retired and you are about to welcome an interim pastor, you 
are beginning a ministry together of imagining what your next steps will be, and eventually, 
the goal will be to call another full-time pastor for Redeemer. 

 

On paper, we have some really good plans for how we get this started and how to 
be faithful while we do it. The synod provides a Transition Manual which outlines the call 
process, everything from saying goodbye to a former pastor to welcoming your interim 
pastor to choosing call committee members (and choosing call committee members who 
might be gifted at this ministry). It also describes and walks through the Ministry Site Profile - 
a document that is filled out by the call committee, with input from the congregation, for 
which you’ll record details about your community, your church, and the kind of leader 
needed to engage both church and neighborhood. It’s all there, and it will seemingly fit in our 
schedules and day planners, following a really nice timeline. 

 

But, my work with call processes and congregations in transition has taught me that 
we can follow all the steps, we can work through our to-do lists, and we can be responsible, 
doing our part, but in the end, the answers to questions like: who will be called, or how long 
will this take, or when will the new pastor start, well, those details are up to God and the 
Spirit. It’s hard to hear that, perhaps, especially if you like a good, orderly plan, especially if 
you like to be able to measure your next steps and outcomes, but much like Jesus’ lesson to 
Peter about forgiveness, it will take as long as it takes, as long as it needs to, and that’s not 
me saying we intend to make this process hard or that we want to drag it out as long as 
possible. It simply means God marks time and success differently than we do, and in this call 
process, just like in life, our first goal is to trust God.  
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In the meantime, our job (and our delight) is to extend to one another the grace God 

has granted us, to forgive and love as much and as often as we can. I’m grateful for your 
partnership with the synod, for your ministry in Houston, for the trust you’ll place in me, and 
for the chances we’ll have to learn and grow and be surprised by the Spirit together. God is 
with us, and that is something you can mark down in your calendars and planners. This is 
good news that we always need to hear and share. It’s good news that we hear this day and 
then maybe seven more times, or 77 times, or 490 times. God’s love is boundless. Amen. 
 

The Prayers   
Drawn together in the compassion of God,  

we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
 

Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges the 
church, equip it for its work of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is outside your 
concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity toward all 
you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to places 
of conflict and violence. Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the work of 
negotiators, peacekeepers, and development workers. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in 
steadfast love, ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and lawyers, victims of 
crime and those serving sentences. Give fruitful labor and a livelihood to those seeking work. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and 
courage to all who are in need (hear our silent and verbal prayers). Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us faithfulness 
to follow them, living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful song around his 
throne. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Offering     
Your regular contributions during the Sundays that we will be missing in corporate worship, 
will certainly be appreciated.  As you can see through our weekly communications and 
sermons, we are not suspending our church operations.  We are adapting to the current 
circumstances.  Please remember us, and mail in your contributions to the church.  Your 
contributions can also be given on our website:  www.redeemerlutheranhouston.com   
Thank you for your prayers, and your faithful donations!   

 

http://www.redeemerlutheranhouston.com/
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Lord’s Prayer                          
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.    

                                                                                                                                      

The Benediction 

Mothering God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth 
and life. Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayer list updates during the Coronavirus outbreak 
Please call or text Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980  

with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 

 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
Monica Allen, Jessica Anselment, Kenneth Bishop, Mimi Chance, Edna Cole, 

Casey A.K. Davis IV, Bobbie Dean, Lance Dromgoole, The Family of Jose Owen Flores, 
Priscilla Hilmers, Olga Holten, Martha Limon, The Family of Raul Lopez, Tanzy Lopez, 
 Pat Maxwell, The Family of Rosa Ortiz, Esther Maurine Roberts, The Family of Martin 

Saldivar, Melvin & Thelma Schulte, The Family of Roy Soraiz, Pamela Swafford, 
Amy Thac, Laura Thac, Oliver Walkup, Keith Wilbanks, Steve Wilbanks, Jimmie Wilkins,  

Terry & Jerry Wilkins, Nannette Zertuche. 
 

Amy Thac, Laura Thac’s daughter-in-law, will undergo major surgery on Monday. 
We pray that the surgery will have a positive outcome and that Amy will have an uneventful 

and quick recovery.  Please keep her in your prayers.  

 

Martha Limon is in need of our continued prayers.  
 

Special Thanks 
Pastor Tracey Breashears Schultz - Bishop’s Associate 

and the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod  
for providing us with both written and videoed sermons for today.   

 

Redeemer is expected to welcome interim pastor,  
Pastor Steve Stutz on September 21, 2020. 

 

Council has submitted the paperwork to the Synod office and approval is forthcoming. 
The pastor’s office had a new A/C installed and was cleaned in anticipation of his arrival.  

 
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 

With their efforts and generosity combined with yours,  
Patty and Jerry Wilbanks were able to deliver $450 worth of much 

needed items to The Bridge Over Troubled Waters homeless  
shelter. Thank you to everyone who contributed!! 
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AN ORDER FOR HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

 
(For those desiring to participate in Communion at home, you are Invited to gather in a 
comfortable location, have some bread and a beverage - coffee, wine, juice, cola, etc.-  

of some sort on hand.) 
 
Pray together:    
Merciful God, we do not presume to come to your table trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your abundant mercy.  Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat and drink the body 
and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we may live in him and he in us, now and 
forever.  Amen 
 

Speaking in unison:   
The Lord be with us as we lift our hearts to the Lord.  We give thanks to the Lord our God, 
because it is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Unison or one person may read:  
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  With all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, praise your holy name. 
 

Speak together:   
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
 

Choose one person to read: 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat. This my body given for you.  Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink, saying; This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

All pray the Lord's Prayer. 
 

Distribute one to another, saying, 
"The body of Christ, given for you," 
"The blood of Christ, shed for you." 
 

Prayer spoken by all: 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 
this gift of life.  In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 


