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MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, are a people of Word and 
Sacrament, are culturally diverse people of God, who worship in a family tradition, holding scripture as 
the norm for our lives.  We witness to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, reaching out to our community with 
support and comfort through various forms of nurturing care, directly and/or through the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America.   
We do this only for the Kingdom of God, always have and always will. 

Today’s service does not include Holy Communion 

On the last page, please find  

“AN ORDER FOR HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME” 
We hope you find this helpful, and will use it to have Holy Communion in your homes today.  

___________________________________________________________ 

12th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 23, 2020  

Silence for Reflection 
 

Greeting  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our 
strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all 
the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

First Reading:   Isaiah 51:1-6 

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD.  Look to the rock from 
which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug.  Look to Abraham your 
father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him 
and made him many.  For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, 
and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and 
gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song.  Listen to me, my 
people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my justice 
for a light to the peoples.  I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out 
and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope.  
Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish 
like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; 
but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended.  
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The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm    138 
I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; 
    before the gods I sing your praise; 
I bow down toward your holy temple 
    and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness; 
for you have exalted your name and your word 
    above everything.  
On the day I called, you answered me, 
    you increased my strength of soul.  
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O LORD, 
    for they have heard the words of your mouth. 
They shall sing of the ways of the LORD, 
    for great is the glory of the LORD. 
For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly; 
    but the haughty he perceives from far away. 
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
    you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; 
you stretch out your hand, 
    and your right hand delivers me. 
The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever.  
    Do not forsake the work of your hands. 

 
Second  Reading     Romans 12:1-8 
 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.  For by the grace 
given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought 
to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God 
has assigned.  For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have 
the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are 
members one of another.  We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: 
prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the 
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, 
in cheerfulness. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

The Holy Gospel according to the book of Matthew, in the 16
th
 chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading      Matthew 16:13-20 
 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?”  And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others 



Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?”  Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven.  And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.  I will give you 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  Then he sternly ordered the 
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  
Matthew 16:15: Who do you say that I am? 
 

In New York City’s Times Square, two men, only a few feet apart, carry two very different 
forms of identification cards. The first man proudly offers the Black Centurion Credit Card for 
an elite group of customers. It signifies that the holder has it made. He or she is special.  
 

The other man is carrying a very different sort of identification. Now common in many of 
America’s large cities, the laminated photo ID is required for admission into soup kitchens 
and homeless shelters. 
 

It is Jesus who invites you now, not into an exclusive club, but into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
which is available to us all. That “membership card” for members of the Christian community 
provides whatever you need. That’s a message you and I embrace today. 
 

Today's Gospel Lesson includes the Apostle Peter's answer to the question of Jesus' 
identity. "Who do you say that I am?" Jesus asks. "You are the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God," This man is now understood as the one who has come to save us from sin, from 
bondage, from spiritual emptiness, and even from death itself. Jesus is the Christ who 
anoints us with the saving Grace of God.  
 

Today's text brings us to the point in Matthew's Gospel, where Jesus' ministry will change 
drastically: "From then on Jesus (the Messiah) started to indicate to His disciples that He 
must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly there at the hands of the elders and the chief 
priests, and the scribes, and to be put to death ..." (Mt. 16:21). Going to Jerusalem meant 
suffering, rejection, anger, resentment, loneliness, betrayal, violence, and ultimately death. 
So-- from here on through the life of Christ, we get this striking image of Him moving into His 
pain. He knows that if He goes to Jerusalem, there will be pain and suffering, and He leans 
into it.  
 

A young man had left his home and family when it seemed to most everyone that his family 
life was ideal. His father was a judge and a pillar of the community. But, when the young 
man was asked why he left, he said of his father very quietly, “I’ve seen him at home with his 
robes off. I know who he is!” At home with our robes off – that’s who we are. 
 

And so, Jesus (disrobed) moved into His pain; He went to Jerusalem.  
This is the image the Gospel holds up to us as we reflect on the meaning, not only of our 
pain, but also the pain of others. We lean into our pain to discover meaning. Also, our 
Christian ministry of service sensitizes us to the pain and suffering of others -- our wives and 



husbands, sons and daughters, mothers and fathers, friends and neighbors, and strangers 
along the way.  
 
"Who do you say that I am?" Jesus asked, and Peter said, "You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God." Peter answered very well that day, but he can't answer for you or me today. 
Each of us must make up our minds about Jesus.  
 
Some would say He is a prophet. Some would say He is a great teacher. Some would say 
He is a martyr. Some would say He is the supreme role model. Some would even say He is 
the Savior. That's what other people would say.  
 
I say, with Peter, he is the Christ, the Son of the Living God. What about you? Who do you 
say Jesus is?  
  

The Prayers   
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, 

we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.  
 

Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the 
living God. Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at 
home and throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. Join 
our songs to theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish this 
wondrous home you give us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, legislators 
and magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders regard those in 
need with mercy and fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of peoples. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your purpose 
for us. According to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those who are 
bereaved, in trouble or adversity, or sick and in need of care (especially). Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You call us into this community, in which we, though many, are one in Christ. May we 
recognize in ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the building 
up of the church for the sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to joy 
and gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our beloved dead. 
Bring us with them to our heavenly home. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Offering     
Your regular contributions during the Sundays that we will be missing in corporate worship, 
will certainly be appreciated.  As you can see through our weekly communications and 
sermons, we are not suspending our church operations.  We are adapting to the current 



circumstances.  Please remember us, and mail in your contributions to the church.  Your 
contributions can also be given on our website:  www.redeemerlutheranhouston.com   
Thank you for your prayers, and your faithful donations!   

 
Lord’s Prayer                          
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.    

                                                                                                                                      

The Benediction 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, 
the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

Prayer list updates during the Coronavirus outbreak 
Please call or text Pastor Grant until August 30, 2020 

at 713-305-7133 with any prayer requests or changes. Thank you. 
 

 
Prayer List Updates after 08/30/20 

If you have any updates to the Prayer List after Pastor’s retirement, you may call or text 
Denise Thumann at 713-397-1980. 

 

  REDEEMER’S PRAYER LIST  
Jessica Anselment, Kenneth Bishop, Mimi Chance, Edna Cole, Casey A.K. Davis IV,  
Bobbie Dean,  Lance Dromgoole,  The Family of Jose Owen Flores, Priscilla Hilmers,  
 Olga Holten, Martha Limon,  The Family of Raul Lopez, Tanzy Lopez, Pat Maxwell,  
The Family of Rosa Ortiz, Esther Maurine Roberts, The Family of Martin Saldivar,  

Melvin & Thelma Schulte, The family of Roy Soraiz, Pamela Swafford, Laura Thac,  
Oliver Walkup, Keith Wilbanks, Steve Wilbanks, Nannette Zertuche. 

 
 

Anita Schultz, having been disoriented 
lately, fell. She is home and mostly 

bedridden, not able to be on the phone yet. 
Please keep her in your prayers. 

We offer our prayers for  
Bill Anderau, 

 who had a skin cancer  
removed over his ear. 
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AN ORDER FOR HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

 
(For those desiring to participate in Communion at home, you are Invited to gather in a 
comfortable location, have some bread and a beverage - coffee, wine, juice, cola, etc.-  

of some sort on hand.) 
 
Pray together:    
Merciful God, we do not presume to come to your table trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your abundant mercy.  Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat and drink the body 
and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we may live in him and he in us, now and 
forever.  Amen 
 

Speaking in unison:   
The Lord be with us as we lift our hearts to the Lord.  We give thanks to the Lord our God, 
because it is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Unison or one person may read:  
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  With all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, praise your holy name. 
 

Speak together:   
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
 

Choose one person to read: 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat. This my body given for you.  Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink, saying; This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

All pray the Lord's Prayer. 
 

Distribute one to another, saying, 
"The body of Christ, given for you," 
"The blood of Christ, shed for you." 
 

Prayer spoken by all: 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 
this gift of life.  In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 


